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WHERE IS 65 BEING TAKEN @ 19™

. Thls letter concerns the dilsaffiliation of District 65 on April 15
1969 from the Retail,Wnolesale and Department Store Union,APL-CIO; and
the explanation given rank and file workers, by the present Livingston
leadersnip ., tnat thls disaffiliation was necessary in order to press on
toward organizing unarp anized and oppressed minority workers, :
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Let us, say, firot of all, tnat all this talk apout '65¢ workers“in-
creasling thelir oar&aining po:er tarougzh organizatlon" and organizing on-
pressed workers is mostly a cruel hoax perpetrated on tie membersalp by
Livingston to head off militant opposition by Black and Puerto Rican
G5'eprs to tine do notning poliey of Livingston and to substitute Reutaer
and the fake Alliance for Labor Actlon for the rotten George -eany.

It 1s inconceivable that any honest tradenunionist can feel anything
out dlsgust. for George i‘eany, wao has become a symbol for all that is
rotten,corrupt and reactionary in the labor movement:he 15 30 bad that
many 0eovlu w10 should otheérwise stand firm behind labors' struggles
mostly fold tneir arms in tne face of vicious ruling-class inspired
anti -labor actlon and legislation, 3eeing no dirference between labor
and tne! estawlishmeﬁt’ : SR

Secretary. Treasurer Cleveland Robinson stated tae case well agalnst

ieany when he called him the ageat of Lyndon Jopnson's ar macaine;™wno
\tanﬁu on the side of our oppressors” and is intransigent in tne move-
ment to organize those left out sinc¢e labors last great surge in the 307s.
It was indeed und&rstandabl& tnat Roalnson could say, and militant union-
ists znolexeartediy agree with him tpat " It 13 obvlous that 65'ers can
aave notalng in common witn those programs and policies that threaten
cur very exiat&ﬂee“ Robinson should have said that this oppositlon is
not merely canfﬁnad to 65'ers, but to militant unlonists everywhere.

sut stop a moment, wiere was’ Daviu Livingston wiagn tihls bureaucratic in-

ensitivity wvas going on:? Where was Walter Reuther? Don't those indict-
ments of lavor leaders incelude tiem too? ‘

The state of affairs that Rouinson condems didn't all of a sudden
ane fine day drop from tiae clouds: 1its been the status guo for the past
240 years! Robinson makes a olg pliteh to break with this and mo along
rith Walter Reuther's ALA. He "forgot’ to mention that the Executive
Committee of tne AFL CIO, wihlch he excoriates has had for vears as one
>f its members tae very same Walter Rsutiher! And while lleany was lead-

tug U3, trade unionism into the swamp, what was leuther doing? /as he
onsosing 1t, fignting 1t, voting 'no' at the meetings when toals course
a8 pianned, tureatening to take another nrogram to the .oriers he re-
presented, btryling to change tne whole course? On the controry. ne went
along. And tae record snows it.

vuring tue cold war, Reutaner went along witn «eany. Lo there nas
been a sceial explosion in tnils country, workers are no longer passive,
4ildcat strikes are increasing, opposition to the war is widespread,
oppressed minority sorkers are demandin; caange, all the socicl evils

of tne nast tuenty years can no longer be covered up but are bhreaiing
oubt into tiae open. All the symuols of tue zhutUQ U0, and In particular
scorpe Meany are chimnmng to smell rotten,  That s . Jhy Feutiier broke

wibthy Meuiy ! He doesn't want Lo be coverca with the »temcha
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And what is truz of Reuther is truec of Livingston too: he wasn't born
yesterday And wllitant unlonists shouldn't act as 1f tiney were born
yesterday eiﬁner. Look at whom Livingston is in league with. The Teanm~
sters, unuer attaek from the government, yet with unused potential for
laber power, have singe the early 50's been cone of labor's most narrow-
minued craft upions. And what has Walter Reutuer beeh doing 1in his union
tnat ne deserves tug name "srogressive"? Yell for one tuing ae’s geen
aegctiatlng away working conuitlon rights and protection against tne
speed-up in auto ﬁlanto for a small salary packags that was certain

to be eaben up by inflation. When some of his locals around the country
revelled at tae sell-out, Walter nut taen into receiversihip. The same
Walter Reutner &lso 2as. ocea trying to erusn ﬁne League of Revolution-
ary Black Worsers in Detroit, a movement of militant blaeck unionists

who have begun filgnting the complacency in tne UAY, but whiea nas 56

far not nrogressed uLeyond the error of racial exclusionism

warkers in '55' should form caucases around a militant trade union
progran. Lo struggle for such. demands: as a saorter uorik .eek for the
same pay, for Lnternal union demoeracy, for a slldling scale of rages
to ve contro‘led by labor and most important. for a break from the Jem-
oeratic and Republican parties as the varties of the bosses and rlvnt
for an Indevendent political party based on the unions. Somehow, even
thougn tiae Livingston leadersiip likes to proclaim its: 1ndepewdence,
it always manages Lo support the Democratic party, To -accomplish many
of these alms, lavor faikers such as Livingston and ?eutner, 200 Pun o
tne movement uow, and who apparently are interesboa only in.setting
un thelr own Lnueucﬂuuﬁt pasis of power, in order to simply replacc
Lieany, must ve exposed for what they are and tarown out!

So if the AFL-CIO i3 a conservative , bureaucratic organizatién,
tue Alliance for Labor Action(ALA) is a fake. It would be a crime if
tine Reutner-Livingston -Teamster alliance ~oif away wilth tieir nublic re-
lations ploy. & policy of strupggle for militant ﬁ&iﬂ? withln the tradé
‘union movement 1s necegsary, but its not goiag to be made oty the aﬂdwﬂ
and “rdu ALA - tdctics run bv a buneh of cynical labor faxurui
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